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OAi< RIDGE - A series of ridge-top 
krloi;s near the Oak Ridge Gaseous Diffu- 
sior, Fitin: are  amcng several sites being 
cunsidered for long-term storzge oi abzu: 
2SC.COO c;:bic yards cf nuciezr \i,aste n s \ v  
hovsed near Kiagai-2 Fa!ls, I';.Y. 

'Tre rcj5103c:ive materiais, genc;~'~ac! 
,.~ ,,..,. -. ,:,, ,.,;. ihi. '&or;d h'ar I! dei.elo?z;i;' 
s -0  e * *\"'.," ,:.. .. ,,,,,1;. bomb, a r e  a combins:ion of rcs;- 
pr- . i 2 f r  from processing of uranium c:..c-!; 
:-::L s; iis c~~t2n-i i r .21ed tb' it. While :hi. ;::- 

. . '"" ....,. , ..-.ciue:, account for only 6 perce:!; GT 
r!,i ~.c , :uxe ,  :hey cor.tain 99 percent  of the 
rs-zr.a,:ti.rrity, the draft report says. 

"'T,C,c radjcact ivi t~,  ivjil not diminisit & I ; -  
~. ,, - i'r:~l;li. for t\?ousar,ds of years," zccor,<- 
,;:~, I:, h draft environmental-impact s ta le -  
-. ~ -. . 
. . s . , . L ,  ii.hich osti:nes vsricus site airerr;-- 
,i:, 

'-. A , .  2;';-qsr,e ..--" t,.t!iiTn::lLTy 3SSeSSK;<Z-,. 
~A - .  ycs t? :<~y  by a + p ~ r : : . , ~ : ~ ;  

i l .;'2;"v -. , which is respons~ble for n: tn-  
. .,>., - ..? 
- . . . . . L ~ ; ,  cE the Lvzstes. The materiais I:;- 

, ; ' i r  : ~ z : , I L ~ x >  t h o r ~ u m  z d  raciiun. 
.: ,.: m:;;ri o p t i o ~ s  ~ i ~ d e r  considerarior.: 

%: Svpsrsti:,;" the u:ar.iar: :cisidues froni 
i;,:, _':?pr . t - - , - . - - .  .-.' <r,-;;..- :hem Oak 

\ ,  C > - C >  d r . r  l ~ r . L ' r . c  

?.16ge or Hrriforr'i, whiie s t c r i r , ~  the  rcniain- 

der  a7 Niagara Fails or disposing of it in the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

A public meeting wi!! be held S e p t  70 iri 
Oak Ridge to receive comments on the re -  
p o ~ t .  i t  wi!! begin at  2 3 0  p.m. a t  the Ameri- 
czn hluseum of Science & Energy. 

Transcripts froin the Oak Ridge meeting 
an6  similar ones to  be  held a t  LeliTis:on, 
N.Y., and Richiand, Wash. - aiong tvith 
tvritten comments received by  DOE - uiii 
be csed in preparation of the final irnp2c.t 
statement. 

"The land on which the . . . [vastes and 
resid::ss a re  buried must be considered to 
be per rna~ent !~ ;  (irreversibly and irretriev- 
ably)  dedicated to  vgaste management, 
with all other land uses permanently pre- 
empted," the report says. Because of the 
need to isolate the wasre, "the containment 
area must rerriain undisturbed," i: adds. 

Tk3t  has been one of the p r i m ~ r y  objcc- 
tions so  far to  using the proposed O2k 
P,i-Jgc- site, which is on Pirie Ridge 03 Eta:- 
Creek Rodd, soctheast of the.gaseous difiu- 
sion plan:. i t  IS par t  of ihe screa-e once set 
aside for a I-eprocessirig piant preposed b!, 
Esxon  Nuciear Co. ?'hat project uss cibcn- 
dcried, but  city officials be:lcvc ti-.? site siiil 
holds p r o m s  for industria! deveiopme:::. 

"Tne scarcity of such sites in the i-iliy 
region prompted local aurhorities to  re -  
quest  tha; DOE release s a x e  or the (land 
on its reservation) for private devela;;.- 
rr,cr,t;" the report snys. 

C o n c e r ~ s  also ha\*e been r2:i.d about 
this :oivn's image, tarnished son~eivhat  by 
the ongoing probe of po!iution problcjns 
that were created in part  b:t- 2eaL;ir;g waste-  
L;risi grocnds. About 450.iiiiO cubic yards  
of lo;%-ievel radioactive iX;aste ::iread). is 

buried on DOE'S Oak 'Riij~c Rrscrvation. 
A t  a public m ~ e t i 2 g  field here 13s: fali, 

one resident c o m p i z i ~ c d  that the city is be- 
con ing  the "g;rb:gi. d s ~ . : ;  or the Cnited 
States." Scch an irnag? is tiurtirig at tempts  
a t  indnstrisl rec ru i tncr t ,  others said. 

The report's su:hors note tha: picbiic 
. . ". p ~ r c e p t i o z s  car; piay a s:gn;;~ca::! roie ;:; In- 

fluencing alternsti\res 2nd irr.pat:i. but 
they add, "Ii is c::pi.c~2d that  pubiic s?nsi- 
ti\,ity znd the potentiai for rlcgative p;Siir- 
itss wili genersily decrease ovsr  :imp.' 

The report says  rad!oie:ica! ?cc;i:h 
problems ivouid not bc expected a: a r y  of 
the sites. The msjor technical prober-in ~ r :  
Oak Ridge wouid be if  there is nol er.oegij 
room on Pine Ridge ';nails, according :o tl-e 
assessment. 

Among the al:erntti\*es, Oh!< Rjd,:?: is 
sort of middle ground is terms of ccist. 

If no i m p r o v e n i r : ~ ~ ~  art. msde at S';.U;~:~ 
F;!!s, :he annua! mr?ir.tinanci cost t c  ..c-c,; 
i: .\&ouid be about $i>:i , ; ; ( i~,  sccordir.; ;:, :?t- 

r r p o r i  !f im?ro\~en~cn!s a re  m3dc --- v--z- 
19;: fro21 $3,>! mi: i :~>  to 51s ~ i ; : : i ~ : i  - :!LC 

::nnus! main:c::ti:?cc costs i i ~ ~ c i d  i - c . ; .  :c 
abnct SSj,(?OO. 

F!r;nfc~r-d wouiii rc.i)uire an lnltiai com- 
rr;;tn?ent u;, to $?GO n-1i1iic.n. p!us "p~r;>eLusi 
care" costs of zi,eiir $C.5.002 c. year. Onk 
Ridge casts dur.~r;;: for t;ass?or:ation and 
construction c o ~ l d  smoaii: icj  S i 3 0  miliion. 
:b;:iintenance coi;l_i; \~.'oi:!d be the SZ-c as 
tl:oi;t 3: F1a::ford. . i: - si! of :he n;a:i.ri::s hrid to 11.7 ;L~:V;: to 

H2nfoi.d or Oak liid:2c, ?he iob ~i.ould re-  
~;i;!rc 16,000 truc:;lc;siis. ?'\vcl.i.e src;cs 
\i.oild hsve to b? c:-osr;cd :o gi.! I(, Eti-n'ord, 
while frse \l;ould be tra;.ersed to get to Oak 
Ridge. 
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